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Module2–BroadClassificationofHumanRightsandRelevant
ConstitutionalProvisions

RighttoLifeandPersonalLiberty

Article21guaranteesallpersonsrighttolife.Accordingtothis,nopersonshallbe
deprivedofhislifeorpersonallibertyexceptaccordingtoprocedureestablishedbylaw.
RighttolifehasbeenexpendedbytheSupremeCourtdeclaringthatrighttolifemeans
adignifiedlife.TheGovernmentofIndiahasalsoagreedwithitandthroughan
amendmentoftheConstitution,itaddedArticle21Aguaranteeingtherighttoeducation
toallchildrenbetweentheageofsixandfourteenyears.Issuesofpollutionhavealso
beentakenupasaffectingtherighttolife.

RighttoEquality

Article14providesthatthestateshallnotdenytoanypersonequalitybeforelaworthe
equalprotectionofthelawwithintheterritoryofIndia.Article15prohibitsthestateto
discriminateagainstanycitizenongroundsonlyofreligion,race,caste,sex,placeofbirth
oranyofthem.Prohibitionofdiscriminationisplacedalsoonsocietyasnocitizenon
anyoftheabovementionedgroundscanbedeniedaccesstoshops,restaurants,hotels,
placesofpublicentertainment,anduseofwells,tanks,bathingghats,roadsandplaces
ofuseofthegeneralpublic.

TheState,however,canmakespecialprovisionsforwomenandchildren.Forexample
mencanbedeniedaccesstoplacesofbathforwomen,oradultsfrom entrytoparks
forchildren.Article15alsoallowsstatetomakespecialprovisionsfortheadvancement
ofbackwardclassesofcitizensandforScheduledcastesandtribes.

Article16providesequalityofopportunityforallcitizensinrespectofpublicemployment.
Theycannotbedeprivedofthisongroundsonlyofreligion,race,caste,sex,descent,
placeofbirth,residenceetc.TheStatecan,however,makespecialprovisionsfor
reservationsofjobsfortheScheduledCastesandTribesasalsopromotionsinjobs.It
meansdenialofopportunitytoothersinjobsreservedforScheduledCastesandTribes.
Thisisknownasaffirmativeactionforthewelfareofdeprivedsections.
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Article17abolishespracticeofuntouchabilityinanyform.Itdeclarespracticeof
untouchabilityasacrimepunishableinaccordancewithlaw.Thusequalityofdignityis
assured.ToprovideequalityofstatusArticle18providesthatthestateshallnotconfer
anytitleotherthanmilitaryoracademic.NocitizenofIndiashallacceptanytitlefrom
anyforeignstate.Nopersonotherthanacitizen,whileholdinganofficeofprofit,under
thestateshall,withouttheconsentofthepresident,accepttitlefrom aforeignstate.

RightagainstExploitation

Articles23and24provideRightagainstExploitation.Thisrightassuresguaranteeagainst
‘trafficinhumanbeings’,forcedlabour,beggingetc.Article24protectschildrenbelow
theageof14from employmentinfactories,mines,andotherhazardousjobs

CulturalandEducationalRights

Articles29and30protecttheinterestofminoritiesintermsoftheirtraditionsand
languages.Anysectionofthecitizens,residingintheterritoryofIndiahavingadistinct
language,scriptorculture,hastherighttoconservethesame.Nocitizencanbedenied
admissiontoaStateownedorState-aidededucationalinstitutionongroundsofreligion,
race,casteorlanguage.Article30givesminoritiestherighttoestablishandadminister
educationalinstitutions.ThisArticlealsoprovidesthattheStatecannotdiscriminate
againstanyeducationalinstitutiononthegroundthatitisunderthemanagementofa
minority

Socio-EconomicRights

Article38providesthat“Thestateshallstrivetopromotethewelfareofthepeopleby
protecting,aseffectivelyasitmay,asocialorderinwhichjustice,social-economicand
politicalshallinform alltheinstitutionsofthenationallife.Italsodirectsthestateto
eliminateinequalitiesinincome,status,andopportunitynotonlyamongindividualsbut
also
amonggroupsofpeople”.
Article39providesthatthestateshall,inparticular,directitspoliciesforsecuringthe
citizensbothmenandwomen:
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 Equalrighttoanadequatemeansoflivelihood;

 Equalpayforequalwork;
 Fairdistributionandcontrolofresourcessoastoservethecommon

good;
 Tocheckthatoperationoftheeconomicsystem isinawaythatitdoes

notresultintheconcentrationofwealthandmeansofproductiontothe
commondetriment.

 Preventionofhealthandstrengthofworkers,menandwomen,andthe
tenderageofchildrenagainstabuse;and

 Opportunitiesandfacilitiesforchildrenandyouthtodevelopinhealthy
mannerandnottobeexploited.

Article39AprovidesthattheStateshallsecurethattheoperationofthelegalsystem
promotesjustice,onabasisofequalopportunity,andshall,inparticular,providefree
legalaid,sothatjusticeisnotdeniedtoanycitizenbyreasonofeconomicorother
disabilities.

Article41statesthatwithinthelimitsofitsresourcesthestatewillmakeprovisionfor
therighttowork,toeducation,andtopublicassistancetotheunemployed,sick,oldand
disabled;securejustandhumaneconditionsofworkandmaternityrelief;anddecent
living,wage;raiselevelofeducation,standardoflivingandpublichealth,earlychildhood
careandeducationofchildrenbelowtheageofsix.

Article43directstheStatetoensuretoallworkersagricultural,industrialorotherwise,
Righttowork,righttoalivingwageandrighttosuchconditionsofworkaswouldensurea
decentstandardoflifeandfullenjoymentofsocialandculturalopportunities.A
newArticle43Aintroducedin1976,directsthestatetoensuretheparticipationof
workersinthemanagementofindustryandotherundertakings

Module3-UnitedNationsandHumanRights

UnitedNationsDeclarationofHumanRightsAnditssignificance

• The UniversalDeclarationofHumanRights(UDHR) isamilestonedocumentinthe
historyofhumanrights
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• Draftedbyrepresentativeswithdifferentlegalandculturalbackgroundsfrom all
regionsoftheworld

• DeclarationwasproclaimedbytheUnitedNationsGeneralAssemblyinParison10
December1948

• forthefirsttime,fundamentalhumanrightstobeuniversallyprotectedandithas
been translatedintoover500languages

ARTICLE1

• Allhumanbeingsarebornfreeandequalindignityandrights.Theyareendowed
withreasonandconscienceandshouldacttowardsoneanotherinaspiritof
brotherhood

ARTICLE2

• EveryoneisentitledtoalltherightsandfreedomssetforthinthisDeclaration,
withoutdistinctionofanykind,suchasrace,colour,sex,language,religion,political
orotheropinion,nationalorsocialorigin,property,birthorotherstatus

• ARTICLE3

• Everyonehastherighttolife,libertyandsecurityofperson

ARTICLE4

• Nooneshallbeheldinslaveryorservitude;slaveryandtheslavetradeshallbe
prohibitedinalltheirforms.

• ARTICLE5

• Nooneshallbesubjectedtotortureortocruel,inhumanordegradingtreatmentor
punishment

• ARTICLE6

• Everyonehastherighttorecognitioneverywhereasapersonbeforethelaw.

ARTICLE7

• Allareequalbeforethelawandareentitledwithoutanydiscriminationtoequal
protectionofthelaw

ARTICLE8

• Everyonehastherighttoaneffectiveremedybythecompetentnationaltribunals
foractsviolatingthefundamentalrightsgrantedhim bytheconstitutionorbylaw.
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ARTICLE9

• Nooneshallbesubjectedtoarbitraryarrest,detentionorexile.

ARTICLE10

• Everyoneisentitledinfullequalitytoafairandpublichearingbyanindependent
andimpartialtribunal,inthedeterminationofhisrightsandobligationsandofany
criminalchargeagainsthim

ARTICLE11

• Everyonechargedwithapenaloffencehastherighttobepresumedinnocentuntil
provedguiltyaccordingtolawinapublictrialatwhichhehashadallthe
guaranteesnecessaryforhisdefence.

ARTICLE12

• Nooneshallbesubjectedtoarbitraryinterferencewithhisprivacy,family,homeor
correspondence,nortoattacksuponhishonourandreputation.Everyonehasthe
righttotheprotectionofthelawagainstsuchinterferenceorattacks

ARTICLE13

• Everyonehastherighttofreedom ofmovementandresidencewithinthebordersof
eachstate.

• Everyonehastherighttoleaveanycountry,includinghisown,andtoreturntohis
country.

ARTICLE14

• Everyonehastherighttoseekandtoenjoyinothercountriesasylum from
persecution

ARTICLE15

• Everyonehastherighttoanationality

• Nooneshallbearbitrarilydeprivedofhisnationalitynordeniedtherighttochange
hisnationality

ARTICLE16

• Menandwomenoffullage,withoutanylimitationduetorace,nationalityorreligion,
havetherighttomarryandtofoundafamily.Theyareentitledtoequalrightsasto
marriage,duringmarriageandatitsdissolution
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ARTICLE18

• Everyonehastherighttofreedom ofthought,conscienceandreligion;thisright
includesfreedom tochangehisreligionorbelief.

ARTICLE19

• Everyonehastherighttofreedom ofopinionandexpression;thisrightincludes
freedom toholdopinionswithoutinterferenceandtoseek,receiveandimpart
informationandideasthroughanymediaandregardlessoffrontiers

ARTICLE20

• Everyonehastherighttofreedom ofpeacefulassemblyandassociation.

• Noonemaybecompelledtobelongtoanassociation.

ARTICLE21

• Everyonehastherighttotakepartinthegovernmentofhiscountry,directlyor
throughfreelychosenrepresentatives

• Everyonehastherightofequalaccesstopublicserviceinhiscountry

ARTICLE22

• Everyone,asamemberofsociety,hastherighttosocialsecurity

ARTICLE23

• Everyonehastherighttowork,tofreechoiceofemployment,tojustandfavourable
conditionsofworkandtoprotectionagainstunemployment.

• Everyone,withoutanydiscrimination,hastherighttoequalpayforequalwork.

ARTICLE24

• Everyonehastherighttorestandleisure,includingreasonablelimitationofworking
hoursandperiodicholidayswithpay.

ARTICLE25

• Everyonehastherighttoastandardoflivingadequateforthehealthandwell-being
ofhimselfandofhisfamily,includingfood,clothing,housingandmedicalcareand
necessarysocialservices,andtherighttosecurityintheeventofunemployment,
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sickness,disability,widowhood,oldageorotherlackoflivelihoodincircumstances
beyondhiscontrol.

ARTICLE26

• Everyonehastherighttoeducation.Educationshallbefree,atleastinthe
elementaryandfundamentalstages.Elementaryeducationshallbecompulsory

• Educationshallbedirectedtothefulldevelopmentofthehumanpersonalityandto
thestrengtheningofrespectforhumanrightsandfundamentalfreedoms

ARTICLE27

• Everyonehastherightfreelytoparticipateintheculturallifeofthecommunity,to
enjoytheartsandtoshareinscientificadvancementanditsbenefits

ARTICLE28

• Everyoneisentitledtoasocialandinternationalorderinwhichtherightsand
freedomssetforthinthisDeclarationcanbefullyrealized.

ARTICLE29

• Everyonehasdutiestothecommunityinwhichalonethefreeandfulldevelopment
ofhispersonalityispossible.

ARTICLE30

• NothinginthisDeclarationmaybeinterpretedasimplyingforanyState,groupor
personanyrighttoengageinanyactivityortoperform anyactaimedatthe
destructionofanyoftherightsandfreedomssetforthherein.

UnitedNations and itsPrincipalOrgans

• FoundedattheendoftheSecondWorldWar–1945

• UnitedNationsisaninternationalorganizationmadeupof193MemberStates
committedtomaintaininginternationalpeaceandsecurity

• Givinglife-savingsupporttopopulationshitbyhumanitariancrises

• Helpingbuildandkeepthepeaceinconflict-riddenareas,supportinggovernments
andtheircitizenstoadvancedevelopmentandfightpoverty,andpromotinghuman
rights

GeneralAssembly
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• TheGeneralAssemblyistheprimarydeliberativeandpolicymakingarm oftheUN,
atwhichall193memberstatesarerepresented

• ItmeetsannuallyinSeptembertodebatepressingissuesandtomakedecisions
andrecommendationsonimportantquestionsofpeaceandsecurity,economicand
socialdevelopment,theprotectionofhumanrights,thecodificationofinternational
law,andtheadmissionofnewmemberstates,amongothermatters

TheSecurityCouncil

• TheSecurityCouncilhasprimaryresponsibilityformaintaininginternationalpeace
andsecurity

• Itiscomprisedof15members,fiveofwhicharepermanent(China,theRussian
Federation,France,theU.K.,andtheU.S.)

• TheothertenmembersareelectedbytheGeneralAssemblytotwo-yearterms

•  Wheneverpossible,itattemptstosettledisputesthroughpeacefulmeans,butit
alsohastheauthoritytoimposesanctionsandauthorizetheuseofforceNine
votes,includingthevotesofallfivepermanentmembers,arerequiredforthe
Counciltoissueadecision.

EconomicandSocialCouncil

• TheEconomicandSocialCouncil,usuallyreferredtobytheacronym ECOSOC

• Providesacentralforum fordiscussingtheworld'seconomic,social,and
environmentalchallengesandforformulatingpolicyrecommendationstoaddress
them

•  ECOSOCiscomprisedof54UNmemberstates,whichareelectedbytheGeneral
Assemblytoserveoverlappingthree-yearterms

UN–HumanRightsCouncil

• TheHumanRightsCouncilisaninter-governmentalbodywithintheUnitedNations
system madeupof47Statesresponsibleforthepromotionandprotectionofall
humanrightsaroundtheglobe

•  SincetheCouncil’sinceptionin2006,HumanRightsWatchhasbeeninvolvedin
strengtheningitscapacitytopromoteandprotecthumanrightsworldwideandbe
moreresponsivetotheneedsofvictimsofrightsviolations
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SpecializedAgencies

UNICEF

• UNICEF,alsoknownasthe UnitedNationsChildren’sFund, isa United
Nations agencyresponsibleforprovidinghumanitariananddevelopmentalaidto
childrenworldwide.

• UNICEF'sactivitiesincludeprovidingimmunizationsanddiseaseprevention,
administering treatment forchildrenandmotherswith HIV,

• Enhancingchildhoodand maternalnutrition,improving sanitation,promoting
education,andproviding emergencyrelief inresponsetodisasters

• UNICEFisthesuccessoroftheUnitedNationsInternationalChildren'sEmergency
FundalsoknownastheUNICEF,createdonDecember11,1946,inNewYork,bythe
U.N.ReliefRehabilitationAdministration toprovideimmediaterelieftochildrenand
mothersaffectedby WorldWarII

• Thesameyear,the U.N.GeneralAssembly establishedUNICEFtofurther
institutionalizepost-warreliefwork.

• In1950,itsmandatewasextendedtoaddressthelong-term needsofchildrenand
women,particularlyin developingcountries

UNESCO

• UNESCOwasfoundedin1945 

• The UnitedNationsEducational,ScientificandCulturalOrganization (UNESCO)is
a specializedagency ofthe UnitedNations (UN)aimedatpromotingworldpeace
andsecuritythroughinternationalcooperationineducation,thesciences,and
culture

Headquarters:WorldHeritageCentreParis,France

ILO

• The InternationalLabourOrganization (ILO)isa UnitedNationsagencywhose
mandateistoadvancesocialandeconomicjusticethroughsetting international
labourstandards

•  Itisheadquarteredin Geneva,Switzerland
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•  FoundedinOctober1919underthe LeagueofNations,itisthefirstand
oldest specialisedagencyoftheUN

WHO

• The WorldHealthOrganization (WHO)isa specializedagencyoftheUnited
Nations responsibleforinternational publichealth

• Mainobjective:theattainmentbyallpeoplesofthehighestpossiblelevelofhealth

• Headquarter:Geneva, Switzerland

• TheWHO'sbroadmandateincludesadvocatingforuniversalhealthcare,monitoring
publichealthrisks,coordinatingresponsestohealthemergencies,andpromoting
humanhealthandwell-being

TheInternationalCovenantonEconomic,SocialandCulturalRights

• TheICESCRwasadoptedbytheUnitedNationsGeneralAssemblyon16December
1966andenteredintoforceon3January1976.

• TheICESCRaimstoensuretheprotectionofeconomic,socialandculturalrights
including:therighttoself-determinationofallpeoples(article1)

• Therighttonon-discriminationbasedonrace,colour,sex,language,religion,
politicalorotheropinion,nationalorsocialorigin,property,birthorotherstatus
(article2)

• TheequalrightofmenandwomentoenjoytherightsintheICESCR(article3)

• Therighttowork(articles6–7)

• Therighttoform andjointradeunions(article8)

• Therighttosocialsecurity(article9)

• Protectionandassistancetothefamily(article10)

• Therighttoanadequatestandardofliving(article11)

• Therighttohealth(article12)

• therighttoeducation(articles13–14)

• Therighttoculturalfreedoms(article15)
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•

TheInternationalCovenantonCivilandPoliticalRights

• ThisCovenantwasadoptedbytheUnitedNationsGeneralAssemblyon16
December1966andenteredintoforceon23March1976.ByMayof2012,the
Covenanthadbeenratifiedby167states.

• UnderArticle1oftheCovenant,thestatescommitthemselvestopromotethe
right toself-determination andtorespectthatright.Italsorecognisesthe rightsof
peoplestofreelyown,tradeanddisposeoftheirnaturalwealthandresources.
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